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WHEREIN: 


dp; Is Elegantly and Accurately argued, That 


its. not ſo.much a bare Error in Opinion, as 2 bad Life, 
excliides a Chriſtian out of the Kingdom of Heaven, 


"oF pods, Fhat-the things' neceſſary to be kribwn for the 
Attainment of Salvation are very 4 and Eaſie, | 


/That tlio who-paR-amongft vs uader the Names of Heres x 
2p nd Dfemougre notwithſtanding to be Toleraod 
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The Publiſher 


TO;,THE 


READER: 
E be Author of this Diſcourſe, Chriſti- 


an Reader, a Man, as it appeareth, 

both Pious and Learned, knowing 
that of all the Families and Societies of Chr:- 
ſtians, they-are moſt hated, who by their Pro- 
feſſion'arid Writings maintain the Opinion of 
Socinus touching the Eſſence and Qfice of Chriſt, 
endeavoured by this Diſcourſe, to abate the 
hatred of certain Zealots againſt the Secinians, 
not that he approved their-Doctrine,{ fax he 
once and' again. diſowns it ) but ba. he 
was perſwaded, that if the harſh Judgments 
of men- were once mitigated concerning the 


moſt odious Opinion of all, the heat of that 


bitter Zeal wherewith Chrifians are generally 
incited to perſecute Diflſenters in Religion, 
would by degrees evaporate. But if thou, Chr:- 


ſtian Reader, doſt from thy heart aſpire to the 


knowledge of God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
therein, as Chriſt himſelf teſtifieth; eternal . 
A 2 Life 


5 \ To the Redidrr.,.. 
Life doth confiſt, John 15. 3: Fetch-not- the 
beginning thereof either from Socinus, (a man 
otherwiſe of great underſtanding in the My- 
ſtery of the Goſpel ) nor fromhis Adverſaries, 
but being mindful of thoſe words; .Luke 10.22. 
Nane knowing who the Son is, but the Father 5 and 
who the Father is, but the Son, and be ta whom: the 
Son will reveal him ; Lay-afide for awhile Con- 
troverial Writings, together with thoſe pre- 
judicate Opinions that have been inſtilled in- 
to thine unwary Underſtanding ; and cloſely 
applying thy ſelf to the ſearch of the Ney- 
Covenant, moſt ardently implore the Grace 
of Chriſt, that he would be pleaſed to mani- 
feſt himſelf and the Father to thee, and make 
nodoubt but the true Light wall at length 11- 
laminate the* eyes of thy Mind, that thou 
mayſt walk in the way that leadeth unto 
Life. Farewel. bo, 
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CHAP. I. 


T5 Lot of Truth and Innocency in this World. A Gueſs of the 
Author touching bimſelf. 


CHAP. UV. - 


What things concerning God and Chriſt are neceſſary to be known wnte 
Salvation, xnd what are the Parts of true _ 


CHA P. U. 


T hat ſincere Love towards God and Chriſt i ſufficient to Salvatian ; and 
that the ſame may be in ſuch as erre. | | 


CHAP. IV. 


That though Faith and the Holy Spirit be the Gifts of God, yee erring 
Per ſons have, and may have them. 


CHAP. V. 


That nothing but Diſobedience and Unbelief exclude aMan from Eternal 
Salvation, and that ſuch as erre are free from theſe, Whether bare 
Errours of the Underſtanding damn a Man ? 


CHAP. VI. 


That the things neceſſary to be known unto Salvation, are few and very 
ſimple, and eaſie to be underſtood by the ſimpleſt. Such is not the com- 
mon Dottrine touching the Trinity. 


CH AP. VIL 


That there is not in this Life a perfett Knowledge of God, and of Divine 
Myſteries, but in the other Life ;, and that Faith, Hope, and Charity 
are ſufpcient to Salvation. i @ AR | CHAP. 
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| ; 6 ac H A P. Vil: : Sa 
A Genttal Ap Sdridtiahs, that aremet # ſuch @ Per: 
ſwaſion out pry = xo Avarice, tr Zac Ly ori, nor of- 
fend out of any Malice, but only out of the Care of their Salvation. 
CHAP. IX. 


An Anſwer to the Objeftion about rejefting the Conſent of the Church, 
For the Anthority of the Scripture only, 


CHAP. X. 


An Anſwer to three other Objeftions + A Compars ſoft of Calvin's Do- 
Grine touching Fatal Predeſtination, with the Doſtrine of others. 


CHAP. XI. 
Reaſons and Examples for tolerating Heretichs;, andwho are true He- 


reticks. | 
CH AP. XI. 
IVhat Fotizicks are to be Excommunicated, what not ? And a fuller 
Apology for thoſe who in our Age paſs for Heretitkg. 


A-Diſcourſe 


frantick affetacion of Parries, Howbeit, we never erre with greater 


ad 


'A 
DISCOURSE 
Touching the 
PEACE and CONCORD 


Church. 


CHAP. 1. 


The Lot of Truth and Innocency in this World, A Gueſs of the Author 
ponching himſelf. 


Ruth was never called into queſtion, but Immocency was fain 
to plead for her ſelf at the ſame-Bar ; nor hath the Ore 
been more hated than the Orher always envied. Indeed we 
Men are very prone to Evil, and therefore hate not only 

the open freedom ofa trae Judgment, but alſo the racire cenſure of ano« 
ther's Integrity. Nor 1s this a Crime peculiar to our Age: Twas 
heretofore the diſpoſition of Wickedneſs, no leſs to fear the mute z- 
nocency of another, than the living Voice of a Reproyery nor can it be 


-otherwiſe hereafter, but that Virtue ſhould become a Goad to their * 


ſenſes, whoſe Minds have been ſeized with Vices. But though owr wick- 
edneſs may ſeem to have a kind of right to deteſt ſuch Truch,as toncheth 
the Ulcers of our fins, yet why ſhould we abominate her that caſts a 
harmleGeye towards Heaven ? Is it becauſe, as both rheſe cure the two 
diſcaſes of the Mind, our Errowrs namely, and our Vices, fo we are de- 
lighted with both thoſe Diſtempers ? Undoubtedly here lies the pinch, 
Weare moreenamoured of our Erroxrs than of all our Darlings,cither 
becauſe they wink at the ſcapes and dalliance of our Afetions; or be- 
cauſe we are enraged againſt Diſſenters with obſtinate Prejudice and .* 
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delight than about the ſenſe of divine Matters, and are {> far from 2c- 


' knowleding thoſe ſlipy(the witneſſes of humine Imbgoility) that We 2c - 
. count them for Oracles.Nor is our raſhneſs content to have pleaſed her 


ſelf herein, but obtrudeth her Notions upon others againſt their Wills: 
and the licence of determining is wont to aſſume ſo much to it ſelf,that 
it excludeth a liberty of diſſenting in the — After the Judg: 
ments of Mankind had been oppreſſed in this mQHner; the'Chutch for 
many Ages was Overſpread with thick darkneſs. whil*ft the greateſt yep 

and 


| had neither liberty to «eter what they vnderſtgod,nor liſt co wndey 


what they might not utter. And though there have been ſo many winds 
and ſtorms of Contention in the Chriſtian World, yet have they not to 
this very day been able to'diſpel ſo great” & Fog, ſo that amidſt the 
Clouds di 
Intervals behold the whole face of the Sun ; whilſt others ſee afar off 
ſome gleams of the light, but ſhall cre long diſcover the very Su it ſelf, 
The Truth being thus muffled with Errowrs,tath not yet ſhewn her ſelf 
to all with a full countenance, altho ſhe hath aforehand darted out the 
rays of her light unto a great part of men. But whatſocyer is to come 
hereafter, divine things are at preſent envelloped with groſs darkneſs. 
Yet is there nothing that more obſcureth the Myſtery of Eternal Salva- 
2ionthan the Ignorance of the way,that lcadeth us to thetopeof fogreat 
happineſs. For as all things ſituated on high, are wont to have a hard 
and difficult acceſs ; ſo alſo hath that rowring beight of the Life torome. 
Nor is t for every man{o get up through ſteep aſcents, eſpecially for 
them whoſe earchly Minds & dull Spirits preſs themdownto tow deſrres. 
. And thesefore to the great deſtruction. of Mankind, another way to 
happineſs. hath been invented, eaſe indeed and expedite, but” ſuch as 
reacheth not to the end aimed at. For the greateſt part'of menathinking 
it very toilſome to aſcend thither by Holineſs of Life,ſought ont # ſhort: 
er cut. conſiſting in Ceremonees, the meer con eſſion of Paith. And this 
is the way by which the greateſt part as yet think to aſcendto Heaven, 
not caring what their a:o7s arey{0 their Opinions be right, and tho ex- 
treamly curious topry io other thitgs,yet having no-regard to their 
Life and Manners. So that it is no marvel, inaſmuch as Metevery where 
take greater care of their Wie than of their AfGnds, that the very leaſt 
failing in the Knowledge.of divine things ſhould be eſteemed of greater 
moment to eternal deſtruction than the commiſſion of - the ouleſt 
Crimes, But this ſeemeth ſomewhat monſtrous, how ſome men ſhould 
arrive at ſo much Confidence,as that, tho'in their Le & Manners they 
even againſt their wills acknowledgd thefailings © theirMortality,yet 
in 


ſperſed over all the $kie, there areſome few who through the © 
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pp: eoag i hal Ces He 6s ſome men, they will ac- 
£ount me not only. a Lyer, but n ra pious Perſon. They wall call me 
OT and Patrom of idamned- Hereſy ; and this Writing will be {©- 
ae Be "4 ] Fn ſelf pei were I known, ſhould not 
cape Ft pureand untainted, will from wy 
Conſcience Lof m ,which-wasdue to it from the 
Pere: Bor will [ it a weak Argument of havi "94 

ended the Truth, to-have my | EET ſo wickedly tradueed. 
the ſame Spirit is wont to opgoiy ch them: nor ought. it to hom 


; range 10 amy oaogas a mob true Opsnion ſhould be yur $-omapigy 
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his own Ianocency circumvented with 

oe 7 igſtauſtly beſeech om wipaſter ie) they have 
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What Serv ohm Gol and Gbriſt ave 253 ti be known unto Sal- 
"Y4r60n'"; and what are the Part of rut Fair 
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are diſcovered tons by the ſacred Oracles,but they are few, 

0 | Lincaments: and 
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Fans alſo aur 


rive at the promiſed Goal of happjneſs, althongh he be, eitber ignorant 
Rh ei eſs, although h (97 4+ 


| thiſe thingt;of oa of pur weakneſs ) "in an errour ts my- 
| Palg bourbon. if 'E take not" away Salvation, 
4 z; "_ much 


Holy Tres 3 hat ghar. he 
is 'Errour- be received. both-fngo' Manes and. 
? Now left ay.ve ſhonld be deceived. in the Notion 
oy now give fo-mild a Name to their Wickedneſs, who 
the Trom vas yet clear and open int the Ghureb, and called into doubr 
by none, did firi# ſpread ny we this WR ba —_ to mow fable 
ing, who in our times. Fi £1 -21 2.4791 
4  Dofearthe Greeks ark theyfet Gifts. 
That is, who;bawng been cozened with-{q; many 4 and Cheats of 
Antichrsft, dare not, believe him even when he ſeemeth $0 ſpeak Truth : 
AS __ oy further made appear-by the-fſequel;of the Diſcourſe: Morer 
perfit Fajth'is not taken away ;by that Errorr,' we ſhall eaſily 
pA wag "Es we enquirs/into any partthereofi, Nor verily ſhall; you find 
mthe.whole Zampaſs of aut Ph chin more Datics are required-of 
Believers, than «fe to the Promiſes of Jeſus Thriſt, and Obedsentteto 
his rerinrns $2 The ficft of whichrthe Ap@ſtle Fames, cap. 2+;very. 2 
to the: Body of:Fatth z.and the ſecond tothe Soulthertoi.To 
the-balicf ofthe = plain Confeſſion is ſufficjentywhich pat- 
« «wr the Name of The,dpaſtles Creed 7 and- if there can be any! 
thing el fe reguiſue, Lſee.aot whatcan. be:added,, brfdes the Reverence: 
2 jets vet canqR wres;;towhichgif Oredexce:be once; denyed, the: 
vation-is broughtingo;danger., Now wherher. bor 
at compleat the whole patureof that Faith,which is due to- 
the Divine Promiſes, certainly! ience ” ſelf ren that ſuch: 


az.erre in, the knowledge of the: ſtery, way .cxcellently 


diſcharge this part of Faiths ooo orgy wp give 
credence:to the holy. Saint abies there- 
fare what is wanting to in.them a ls Greed: that God-cannor 


chuſe but perform bis PromifJW For, that the this $ aforefaid are 4 
ficient to the Belief hereof, ig e from hence feſt. God-hath 
miſed ys Salvation by his Son..”Forely:on this-Promiſes jt is i 


we be perſwaded;that God -bothcam will give uato-05 whatthe hath 
bromllec, For aces yl Cauſes of diſtruſt being; pazed a-. 
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any tergirerfacion aſcribe to Jefus Chriſd their Saviour 


k | 
they can- 
not be 'in choſe Men of whom we treat, if we ſuppoſe them un- 
expe offingron with that holy ardour. -Of which twain fince 
neither goo able, there is no queſtion to be made, but they 
alſo may be ra that heavenly love, and ſo delivered from 
Eternal - Deftrution, and put in poſſeſkon of Heaven, if ſo be they 
perſevere therein unto the end. IE | 
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CHAP. IV. 


That though Faith and the Holy Spirit be the Gifts of God, yet errin 
moos. hte and may Arne Fra : 
t ſome body may juſtly make a doubt, if F4i# be the Gift of God, 
andſuch a perfic and atire Love ougheto proceed only from the 
Impuſion of the Holy Spjrir, with what warrant we attribnte that to 
the-Power of the receiver, which lieth in the meer pleaſure of thewto> 
nor. For if we have Fair® no other way than from the — of 
God, arid that happeneth not, ro every one, certainly the benefirof fo 
great a Gift conſiſteth in the meer good-pleaſure of the munificent do- 
nor. Now, ſhall we little Afanikins preſcribe a Law to his moſt free » 
Arbitrementaccording to the form, whereof he muſt of necefficy make 
good this Bounty of his eo acertain'ſort of men? Or ſhall we atro- 
e that to our power, which tlie ſacred Oractes place in his hand ? 
ut is it credible that he will laviſh out ſo excellent Gifts, ( I ſpeak'of 
Faith andthe Haly Spirit ) on men depraved with y Is, 
and imbued with perverſe Opinions concerning him they are 
naturally capable of p_—_ 2 Good, yet ought they not preſently to 
romiſc to themſelves rhis Grace of Gol, which no man, that was in 
is Wits, did ever itnagine tobe dne to the drſerts-of men, much leſs 
to the peryerſeneſs many Erroxrs, To which 1 anſwer-: Had 1 
to do with none , who exclude 2ll ation of our free recepti- 
on from the donation of Faith, or imagine that Erernal Salvation is 
in good earneſt promiſed to fewer than it is outwardly offered, it world 
be ſuitable to handle theſe matters in this place mote largely; But 
now foraſmuch as not a few of the Reformed Count thoſe je + 
' Hp | would 


Mt. 


(12 } 
would craſs the deſign of !rby Diſcourſe tadigreſs and expatiate very 
far. It ſhall ſuffice to have hte -a few, and thoſe not of the beſt Ar- 
guments for -Opivion, but ſich as firſt: occur at; preſeng;. In-thefirſt 
place therefore we muſt chuſe ane: of theſe) twain, either to-imagine. . 
that cternal Salvation is. upon condition of Faich-really promiſed-un- 
toall, to whom it.is- preached and offered; or that God: offers that to 
certain men-in word and raxgxe, which he hath decreed not-to perform 
indeedand truth. Whoſoever ſhall-make choice of the latter, 1 intreat 
them that they would jnvent a wew ame for this thing; ar confeſs.it 
under the old name, to be Hypocriſy, that is, guilefal drfſirmuilation and; 
deceit, what they imprudently afcribe to the moſt High God.» But I 
have little to.do with ſuch as had rather God ſhould be taxed and con- 
vinced of evil diſlembling, than themſelves of Error : . and therefore 
- Hay thts firſt groundoof my Anſwer ; that God is fa#:#f/, &willing ſe- 
riauſly to give Erernal Happineſs to whomſocyver: he offereth the ſame. 
by the Prezching of the Goſpel, unleſs men themſelves be wanting to_ 
their duty.But he hath excluded ncne of thoſe,to whoſe ears the voice 
of.ſo joyſnl-a Meſſage cometh, defiring to gather even thoſe that are 
wailing, if ſo be they leave off their iwillingneſi. Now if God io the 
preaching of the Goſee hath promiſed erernal Salvation prom; | 
 toallwhodeſfireto attain it, he hath alſo promiſed a, -1eax7 tending to 
this end, which are on his part neceſlarily.required, For hewonld be 
Tidiculons, who ſhould promiſe to a Begger that he would preſently 
give him-ag Alms, 2nd 1m the mean time becareleſs, yea anwilling to 
put his hand to his Purſe, that he may reach: out what, he bath promi- 
ſed; eſpecially if the Beggar can receivethat Alms no other way than,' . 
nag wa, of it out. Nor can; he-be. faid traly.to promiſe any 
thing, wþo:relerverh to himſelf a free: pawer to. beſtaw fomething, 
wathout which, wh:t.he hath promiſed-can by no-means: be recezved 
and acquired. bar be it from us to haveſo impiousa thought towards 
God,.2s rhe "void ſuſ] pe ay evil ears a po, of x16 

ds., . To whomſoever he hath promiſed any-thangy: he hath truly 
_ ſigeerely; promiſed it; nar will he cireumyent.any, ones Crequlity 
with auy.ſlights. and put-offs.” Norpng orouR him to. the; ladulgence 
of fogreat.a benefit bis own Good Will towangy: d, Where- 


fore he "is fa to his own Gifts, anchicars C ye 5je to 
them, ſo.that-now;nothing can be wanting on his part tothe 4774in-. 
bed not wilkogly-impart to,all.-. Whereby, 

he Gi 


zegh Believers, although it be, liks rhe; very Salvation. 
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i>cametþte the Gifr-of Faith, and whatſoever God confer- 
T6ibp-Urne -otize of 
Viet 


T irs ) 
wil 14 and vol amraPy;and noways deſerved, yet it 15 denyed to none, 
oth heard wr 6rd the New > brhefuc rhe willing! 


oſene 2 not wantingto himſelf infogreat mercy of G 
which { would aM& have concerning «4 Spifirual Giftr, 
without which his - cainot be acquired.” ForF will not deny * 
that there-are promiſcnons beſtowing whertofhehath in- | 


gagettHisFaith xo'nohe 5 which lying oc of the dire@ road that lead: 
Sr ot ine tnh are-n0 pertinetit to thething In hand. 

But che CondRions which-are 6n Gods part required to the nature of 
the New- Covenant, axe already, or ſhall -artaidly be fulfilled by God : 
allthat remainethk is; that the other party will be mindfutof fo holy a 
ſtipulation; and both believy and* obey this Goveranr. Which, latter, 
fince it may: to this ſort of men, whereof we fj peak, vs eackr been! 
made evident the precedent Diſcoutſe, what ith there lacking un 

to them, being compriſed in this tranſaftion of God with Men, to he 
full Freedom andProperty of all the Gifts and Promiſes ? For the Fr- 
yours of the Onder tanding, eſpecially in things not concerninſtthe ves 
ry nature of the Covenant, cannot hinder them from: reapivy the fruit 
thereof, in that ( av we have TE the knowledge of thoſe 
thidgs is out'of the Conditions of the , (that is Gvel Faith 2nd 
Ob Y and therefyre may be abſetitand depraved, w Iſt in the 
os thoſe Conditions remain intire. But of theſe things we will 
more largely treat in the enſuing Chapter. : 
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Salvation ; and that ſuch as erre ave free from theſe, Whether bare 
oy of the UnderFFanding damn 4 Man. . | 
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they who have glready got up fo. high, 
£ Fig mal Salvation upon the Conditions akthg;New-Covenant, cannot 


(44) 
great part of Men, of which alone we will at- preſent: diſcomrſe-. Fox 
we who have heard the voice of his Promiſes, -are-allcalled from-the 
meanneſs of our Rankeo the Condition of the, Doug on, "To 
enjoy ſo great/felicity as it is happy: fo to mils 3c, wretched and 
calamitous. _ It. therefore very much concerneth; men, to foreſee by 
what ſteps they may. be tumbled down from a beight. * And 
| that they | bave' a; hope. of 


be pulled down from theic ſtaticn but by Unbelief and Diſphedienca. 
For ſir.ce-in this laſt Covengne rothing 1s required of us beſides a lively 
Faith, concerning which we have foxmerly- ſp6ken, certainly we can 
by n@ oiher-means violate the Holy Engagement of that Compatt,than. 
if we. become deſtitute of that very F4:4b,which-capnot be done with- 
out the crime of mani Diſebedieace, For it is enjoyned and com» 
manded us, unleſs we had rather periſh. And whatelſe is Faith than 
Obedituce to.God under acertain hope aud confidence of his Promiſes? As, 
Abr aliqgt being called, abeyed by Faith, Heb. 11. 8.. Wherefore if 
this one Rock of Difobedience be avoided, we have no cauſe:to fear the 
Shipwrack.of our Selvatien. It now remalnethto be conſidered, whi> 
ther bare Errours of the Mind are Dsſobedrence... Fhatthey are nag {o, 
is eyen.from, hence 4 —p"ny ; becauſe they confiſt in theumiſtaking of 


yet dig he obey in his heart-and mind... For-he was «lng to obey 
G pl dd all he cout, being probes: by the; Angel ro do the 
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more. But you will ſay, ther 1gnerance is groſs and aff. ted. Lexcuſe 
not that which is «feed, ſuches was in them, who whilſ the A 
ſtles were living, or their Succefſours,* did erre willingly, and of ſet 
purpoſe. For this was meer Malice. Bat they who af.er ſo great dark- 
neſs had-b={pread the Church, do apt diſcera the -reſurg Light from 
counterfeir-torchesy. cannot be aid. to fin out of malice and through 
their own Fault, as ſhall atfo-bereafter be more largely handled. Bur 
what if it hath been fewn that it is mor commanded, nor H—_ to 
the Nature of our Faith and Obedience ? Shall they tly be di 
obedient, who.do not fully. underſtand a Myſtery, which is no where 
commanded to be fully underſtood ? In ſhort, whether they; who are 
called. Sociniex:, do fin out of a bare Errour of Mind, we ſhall ſee here- 
after. 1t-is ſufhcignt for me at preſent t& evinceg that bare errours of 
Mind are not puniſhed by God with erernal Puniſhment,under the New- 
Covenant. Elegant is that of Bernard, Nothing burns in Hell, but our 
own Will, For kt only'is capable of receiving the filthineſs of Sin : for 
which ia the whole Univerſe there bath beea no pkceaunleſs God had 
lefr'to incelligent;Creatures,a free and entire will. Unleſs (1 fay) God 
had diſcharged the Will. from all condition of ſervitude, all proof of 
Yertxe had periſhed together with the licenſe of ſinning.. Although 
very many had rather ledge God the Axthor of Sin, than the- 
bounteous giver of this Liber:y.- Of which Liberty, notwithſtand=- 
ing it is an evident ſign, that we abuſe is alone to the licenſe of ſin+ 
ing : ſo that the failing of our Undezftending deſervedly feemgth war- 
tay of cc:mnmileration . © ag rus the pravicy of our Will de- 
ſerveth hatred and Puniſhment. 1r is therefore no wonder if God 

uniſheth cb rather than the other, with evernal deſtru75on ; becauſ: 
1n ths there is place for gale, in the other only for /mbecility. But he 
n.ver puniſh:d Imbccility and Ignorance for Commnacy, eſpecially 
wich extream and everlaſting Pumſhment. Likewye in the Law of Mo- 
{cs whereof he was ſo ſevere an exatos, as that he ratifigd the reve- 
rence of one Ceremony with the-blood of-a Man that wenz te gather: 
ſticks, Namb. ty; Yet did he leave Pardon for Erroxr, and a refuge 
for /Jgnor ance, and thatin the maſt grievous Crimes, which c 
the Life and Safe:y, os a Man.. The rigour of the 44oſaich La 
doneth his offence whokilled a man unawares, and granteth him-a re- 
pea afier he death of the #igb Prieft,, And why ſhould not 'alfo the 
Jenigy of the Chriſt:an Covenant ablolye the Fault: of ſuch as erte, af- 
ter the death of Chriſt our High Prieſt, whoſe Yoke is ſweet and 'bur> 


_ 
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den light, and who refuferh-not-ro disburthen andeaſe ns of the Toa 
of our fins? who hath left on Record *#n"the Hatter endof his Teſta- 
ment, how 'worthy- of-[/Pardon- he ' accounted Erronrs, whiPſt 
in the eruchnick of hisdeath he prayed for thoſe that erred, Zuke 23. 
Indeed to pray for thentiwho ſr wry Zearh, tt'is not lavwful--.nor would 
the-Lord ever have don&rhet” amid the ' Faeriigions boleneſs of fo 
prear aOrime, had he fottaken pity" o6n-their-uthappy Tgriopante. 
Forgive rhem, faithhe: For what rexſoi? - Becauſe they know ht wh at 

they dv. Nowfin the porkace of ſo great a" Mwrder there remained, 
- eveninour Saviours Jadgment, ſome place for Pardon; ſhall we, with 

our Cefſures damn to-eternal Pani ment” the'meer” cloads*of the 
Mind,and harmleſs mproryin, 7 willſay;ſhall wehold that Jy- 


norance and Erronrtare never pu with eyerlaſting Deſtruction 


 * What ſhall become of the Souls of fo many thouſand Fafidels ? what of 


"thoſe barbarods Breſilians, and others of that fort ? The greateſt part _ 
whereof have not had ſo much as a fuſpition touching God and Chrilt. 
Shall we fay that theſe ſhall be puniſhed for Co y, who know not 
any Law, from whoſe bhedietice et fla Mie not the Ter 
rance of Godard Chriſtin thern nade! tees MfprmarerA In 
che firſt P_ deny that they are in'any fort ed, to whoſe cars 


the ſoond of the Saving Dodtrine neverUume, and ſay, 


c | | that _ are 
only lefc in-that wreiched condition, t6 which they were liable by 
their very Birth. For inaſmuch as the Puniſhment of our fir ff Po 
rent derjved the moſt wretched ſtate of eternal Death to his Poſteri- 
ty, God might according'to his Wiſdom. anc good pleafuce exempt 
whom-he would from' this miſery, leaving the reſt in the fame. For 
who ſhall preſcribe a Law to his abfolnte power ? or fet bounds to his 
Clemency ? Thoſe therefore, to whomhe hath revealed his Law, he 
puniſheth as Rebels, unleſs they obey, not with any new kind of Pu- 

- niſhment( eſpecially after Death but only leaving them in their mi- 
{ſcrable Rate together with the reſt. * /Others to whom: he hath not 
vouchſafed ſo greas a Benefit, he leavertyindeed in the ſame ſtate, but 
doth not therefore puniſh. For the reaſon of eternal Death, as it is to 

- Puniſhment, conſiſteth not in the appointment of a new 

nt, but ina certain ademprion of the Divine Grace, which 
mighs free them out of the ſervitude! of thegId Puniſhment 3. which 
certainly is nottakenaway from them, to whoin it was neyer offered. 

But ſome one will reply, Why ſhoul@ thoſe wretched-Iznorancs be in 

the ſane Condition with the /mprow and Deſobediens* As if Goi __ 

FE--"x":*x . Th _ vnjy 


CF - | 
uojuſt towards:heſe, becauſe heuſeth'Clemency towards theſe. Doth 
_ dof the Vineyard do wrong to the Labonrers,. when he- re- 
compenſcth the unequal merits of* - Perſons with one reward, 
not bytaking ſomewhat away from them that were more deſerving, 
but only by adding ſomewhat to them that were leſs deſerving ? Mar. 
20; But if ſomething may de added'to their Reward, who are leſs de- 
ſerving,wichout wrong to thoſe who are'more deſerving;ſomething al- 
ſo may be taken away from their puniſhment,who are more deſerving, 
without wrong to them who are leſs deſerving,” Suppoſe that one 
hath promiſed-liberty to Txti#s his Captive upon @certain'condition, 
without promiſing any thing to-Sejus. Tome for his Contumacy toſaih 
the _— Tece1ving from his Maſter, but remaining Cap- 
tiveand miſerable together with-Sejwus. Can Sejner now complain, 
that he being innocent; endureth the ſamethings with 7591s who was 
diſobedient ? Tzr50us may rather acknowledge the'clemency-of his 
Maſter, who would content himſelf with the | ption-of the 
Reward. As therefore innocent Sejmas' is not 
although he beleft in-the fame miſery with Tirixs :- So neither | 
ſhal the ignorant- Braſtlians be hereafter puni Ivi 
that-which-was never promiſed to them, 'Theſe-may- rather ponder 
on the grievoys Puniſhment of their Contumacy,,who ſee their Sabva- - 
tion, aud: pine - away for-having forſiken it. We bave, | ſuppoſe, 
ſhewn ſuſficiently, thar ſuch Ignoranes, whereof we ſpeak, are zet pu- 
iſhed. But if we grant that. they alſo are puniſhed, ſhall they be pre- 
ſently puniſhed fortheir Ignorance? As if that Ignorance: were that 
waich ought to be puniſhed, and is not it ſelf rather a cercain Puniſh- 
ment., . Who-knoweth not that God oftentimes avengeth Wickedneſs 
and Crimes with Errrours. Who would not reckon ſuch Ignotance 
amongſt the horrid Puniſhments of God ?- This therefore will re- 
main to be enquired-further, for what cauſes he hath puniſhed them 
with ſo great blindnefs ?.:But who hath known the thoughts of the 
Lord? Or who hath been his Counſellor ? There is no cauſe why. any 
one ſtyuld fiſh this Secret out of me, bat thatÞ-certainly kfiow that 
- God proceedeth ſlowly and unwillingly to-Puniſhment,and that every 
. one is undoubtedly the Author of his own Deſtruction... Ofall thoſe - 
that were wicked, and included under Sin, the moſt High Go&might 
take pity oN Jome,. pacgnoth athers. So that the. cauſe of this Pu- 
niſhment ſhould, as it : eth, be fought for, not in the Fl HOoTance, 
' butthe Widkedreſs ofmen,and:in the ſpecial pood-pleaſure of the wiſe 
- God Eetus proceed further. Snpþpoſe thoſe barbarous Braſilians - 
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(18) | 
puniſhed for Ignorance. What is this to our. Errours.? Their Igno- 
rance tak:th away altFaith, Religion, and Piery, We ſpeak of 'hare 
Errewrs of the Mind, which are 1o far from:w ing Faich or Rel; 
gion, that they ought, under the Penalty of everlaſting deſtruftion, 
Lo be free from all contagion of Wickedneſs: Finally, admit that 
the Braſiliens are puniſhed for the bare ypagoncs of their Mind, 
(which notwithſtanding we do not grant) ſhall we therefore ſay tht 
the ſame Ignorance is puniſhed by.God with ſd grievous and bitter a 
Pn in our erronicus ones ? The puniſhment of thoſe doth in- 

nitely differ from the puniſhment of theſe. It js an eaſie matter to 
loſe ſuch things as the Mind with a flattering-hope never promiſed to 
it ſelf, - The Rewerd of Eternal Life is not. promiſed to them, na<ope 
of [mmortalicy given them,no ca##e of everlaſting joy offered co them: 
they never endeavoured to enter in thorow the {trait Gate; to deny. 
themſelves ; they have not 2ttempted- to bear tkeir Croſs ; .ro follow 
their Saviour wthe.affliftions of this World. -But the greateſt 
part of them who erreaghrough the bare Imbecilicy of their wic, have 
omitted nothing ro the moſt certain hope of Salyation, and to all the 
toyl of a pies life, and to the tolerance of Chriſt*s Croſs. Shall we 
imagine that theſe ſhall for their meer /gnorance, and the miſtakgs of 
their Underſtanding, be diſcarded from the forethought and- fore-, 
taſted expeRation of eternal Joy ? Shall we think that their labours. 
ſhall be ig vain, and their Hope and Faith vaniſh into ſmoak ? Certain: 
ly this would be a moſt wretched condicion, and not to be compared 


*with that prniſhment of thoſe Barberiaxs. - So that it can at no hand 


ſeem probable to any man, who ſetteth before his eyes the inforice | 
Grace and Mercy of God, eſpecially under the. New-Covenarc, that 
ſuch Ignorance d have ſo ſevere_a Puniſhment infliſted on ir. 
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That the things neceſſary to be known unto Salvation, are few, and very 
ſimple, and eaſie to be underſtood by the ſunpleſti. Such is not the com- 
mon Dottrine touching the Trinity, | . 


Gf are not wanting ſome,amonegſt ſo manyF eamilies of Chrifion ; 

.who imagine ceftain particular men, whom they call Reprobares, 
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than out of the Books of the Secinians. For which is more 
ful uato.God, to hold that he is one as well in Perſonas E 

( that 1 may clogthe naked > 9b urns $)t6 imin 
niſhing not doing thoſe whi OWn Procure- 
ment ware lonp e? %" more rd t0- conceive that there is 
ate Nu The; Father, another of the" Son, than that God (1 
© to ſpeak it } hath one thing pints Mompogns and aypther 
thirig, contrary thereunto, ſhut up in his kreaſt ? This is __ 
OTE ih God, although we do not. agde, this 
diffi is th-deceit ? 1s the digaity of the Hely Sps- 
rit more whilſt he is ſaid to be only the Fereve and Power 
-ofGody thanthe Goodveſe of God, whilNſt he is held the Author of 
Sia? Which coaſequetice doch'allo flow by 2 fatal and incvitable flux 
[from that Doctrine of Fate. . For he that decreed men hopld nece(- 
ſin, certainly would bave them fin + otherwiſe: he would haye 

barns mln, nan own deſire. Nowhe, whoſe Decree and 
Will theevert immutably follow, may __—_ be termed the 
ee Sp —_—_ he —_— ; hows Tas by enter. 

inally,is it 2 r derogation to the ity of Chriſt, to den 
+we Natures in hint, leaſt we ſhould make him two Perſons, than-to the 
Wiſdom of God, to affirm that he would perfwade meg to thar, 
whereto-neverthelefs he hath not perſwaded them, namely, that. he 
would give Salvationunto 4, when notwithſtanding he hath deſign- 

+ ed ironly toafew? Truly, if we look more narrowly into the mat- 
ter, theDottrine of the Socrnians touching the Holy Trimty, is not to 
be actounted ſo much-evs/ and ;aypioas in its own nature, as imperfect 
and maimed, For'it ſeemeth to aſcribe to the Holy Trinity nothipg 
falſe or abſurd, but only to take away ſomething that is trne, namely, 
the Bivine Nature of Chriſt, and the proper Per ſon of the Holy Spirar. 
Whereas this Dottrine touching the fatal Predeſtination of particu- 
lar men; laboureth/ not with any defect, but with manifeſt prevecy. 
.For it not-only offercth Injury tro:God by moſt unworthy Calunmies, 
|. butalſo ftriketh at the Foundation of onr Faith. For ta omit Securi- 
Fe! pear, with which two Rem: ic battereth the Wall of onr 
Piety? wonderfully weakeneth the very Belief of God's Promiſes, 
ya bringeth 1a God wickedly difſembling, the more is the 
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Reaſons and Exgmples for talerating Hereticks ;, and-whi- are true 
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4 ; M47] 13643040) QHL943 
| Mb, foe purpoſe ſpeak Echefe things? Nam to ſhew thatghere 
is no cauſe, why we-ſhould not think that-they onght to-be £0- 
lerated in the Church, whoſe tenets, either by themſelves, or for-theic 
abſurd Conſequences, ſeem do npt.wdiful- 
ly aſcribe ſome impious thing to Godzand teftifie they Lowe towards 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by obeying bis Compandraents.... oral hoogh 
both the Patrons of the forecitedOpinionsdid build unprofitable;yen, 
' dartinable Teners,as it were h ſtubble upon our-Founderion,which 
1s Jeſus Chriſt; yet,-as it been alſo ſhewn at the beginning, the 

Tences which they through Errour haye brought in, ſhall be:de 

ed by fre, whilſt they themſelves in the meantime ( unleſs ſome 
other thing hinder) ſhall, as the Apoſtle teſtifieth, 1:Cor..3. 6brain 
Pardin and Salvation. Neither indeed ought we to refule-oriſehra 
- their Zommunion, whom God will receive intd the Society-of eter- 
nal happineſs ; nor ſhould we hate ther on earth, to whom eternal 
Love in Heaven is due, We are unworthy to bear the Title of God's * 
Children, if wediſ@ain to 'be their\'Briebren, whoſe Farber God de- 
fireth'to be. Bur if we be afraid of the: contagion of ſuch-Ercours, 
either in behaifof our ſelves; or ratheriofthe maker ones, inthe firſt 
place'we may not thereupon renounce bretherly Love, which we owe 
to them, although they erre." 'For we ought notto forſake a certain 
and clear Daty, leaſt an uncertain evil-ſhould happen,. nerto purſue 
. eventhe moſt holy Ends by-vntawful mgans. Bur ſeondly, that fear 
« is vain. - For if we-have not the Truth, there is little: danger to be 
- feared from them, much leſFif 'wehave it. For: fiace they maintain 
'theit Teners with no Arms, 'norwittr any force. and thinks ſo 
muck as lawful ſo to'do, nor fet them off wi.h any carn& alluce- 
- ments, ceitainly the Truth coti never be by them either oppreſied 
with force, or overthrown with frexd, inaſmuch as the nature of trath 
is ſuch, that like to Eqgles Feathers, ſhe deyoureth all other light plo= 
 mageof Opinions, never withdrawing her ſelf from us, ale. ſhe be- 
«(4 euber with our Servitude, or Sins. © Which twain being not to. 
' be 


be fcared by us in a modeſt liberty of diſſenting, and ſtudy of true 
brig | mſn hee Heney Kit fo warty fence on by 
i & 


poyned with thoſe. of Tin or Sil- 
God | 


ng hand rg rand with the rrae, will « and fe 
ro ; — wW (dot wth "wal mine ep. mo 
ierEnds” bit Wlhk HF en Concertildj't 
ore uſe.” *Herttofore when the exvning of 'Goſpel- Li 
returned, Luther and his Followers would have w th t they 
might be t6lerared in the Commuzrion, of 'the Roman Church, '- Biit-it 
concerned the Pope to ſecurehis' Darkneſs from the > PSOne of the 
Morping.”” Again, when 2' difſention was riſen up between the Lu- 
therkt# and the Refotwed; who wis it that refuſed theform of agrees 
mentthiar'was offered, bur he rr doubted 'of his Cauſe'?* Now alfo 
in the very Reformed Church ir ſelf, upon the difſention concern- 
ing Fate, none arg wore diſptcaſed with tolerang, than they thar ſul- 
peetthet h of their Dottrine, Would Errear were fo circuinſpe& 
the Ciatle of irs Itifancy; as it is provident, being once grown up. 
But it bing blind when it is born, doth become ſharp- 
fighred; foreſeeing its fare afar-off; and eſchewing ir, and is never 
noel pe repeolbogie Life, than when iris preſſed with the 
conſcietice of its own w $3. Bt you wil{ay, ſhall we acknow- 
ledge 2 Hererich event for « Brother, wheathe pit, Tir. 3. com- 
mandeth us roFyoit! Hit aftex ewo or three admonirions ? Why that 
we be more merciful than the Hdy Spirie ? Let not that Mercy turn 
to or Miſery, when once the Lord beginneth ro require at our hands 
the Souls of ſo many ſednced Innocen's. by dren > a 
Heretick,who in fo great a matter departeth from the ſoond DetFrine 
of the Church ? Do we not "thiak- our own Defrine ſound ? How 
often have they been admoniſhed both with Writings and Diſputaz 
tions, andyect nevertheleſs ſtick to their Frroors4s to Rocks? IT an- 
ſer, Let none-pleaſe himſelf ſo much, as to vie with the Apoſtoli- 
cal Meckneſs. It is an incurable Member, that the Apoſtle enjoyneth 
p0'be cur off from! the reſt of the Church's Body. Howbeit there may 
be Errour inthem that undertake theCure, and they themſelves may 
'Be Hverfpread with mectrdarkneſs, For neither *©ah-the ſoxnd part 
be always diſcerned fron rhe diſeaſed one, and.the one doth often- 
tifnts Ceceive us with the Diſguiſe and Image of the other's And tho 
41h it. 
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it be-nerer_ fo mariffeſt. what, part, is entangled with.a tr ſe. 
yer och i ſomes remain tobe eanno whether {be $6 be cr 
;or cured with wolifying Remedies, for thoſe Mymbers.only aught 
to ſuffer. amputation, wherein the Gavgrene leaves .no place for a 
milder Medicine. Nor is the Apoſtle of another Mind, when he 
commanderh many Admoaitions {60 he gooened before Excommuni- 
' eation.}, And leſt it ſhould be doubtful whom, he deſigned by the 
Name of. a Heretzch,, os Prbiognech Arann pon, which are 
indeed effeCts of the Herezick hunſelf, but uato us. impulſive Cauſes, 
that we may avoid him. For he ſaith, That ſuch an one « overturn- 
«4, and ſinneth, being condemned of imei And teſt any ſhould think 
that theſe are indeed Jmpallive Caules, but not of our fact, and our 
ayoj ing; per galy of the; Apoſtles InjunQion , ſo that. he indeed for 
theſe Cauſes excladeth \eycry Herecick from the Communion of the 
Church ; bur yet it is not neceſſarywor vs to have reſpect to them, 
he premiſeth the Participle, Knowing z to intimate that we alſo | 
to know.the Cauſes way we diſcommon, any of the Citizens. in that. 
Heavenly Cownon-wealth, nor haſben raſhly to ſuch: Proſcriptions, bur 
after we have ceriajn knowledge of fo great malice in them. And 
iryly althoughhe Apoſtle had not added tþ1s,.yet-; very Charice 
- andthe Analogy of our Religion, diQate ſa much unto us. >For. this 
is a great puniſhment, nor to be inflicted but on ſuch 25 orice idently.. 
And foraſmuch as 1a fo great. a-matter- no: Erroar can be little, we 
qught firſt of all zo,be alcextained, that ghe Man. tp be condemaed i 
worthy of fo rigid a oe Pans ych.an one, avis. here paineed | 
pt it. his Colours, , Which not belonging, yato men, who go aſtray 
tromthe common. road, aus of meer [gaoraxce, or injury of the Tim 
what ſhall we do co them that make vie of this exception ? Shall they: 
why ja.theſe caſa Aincs, in this deſolation of the Church ( be- 
ing born a great while. after the " of Antichriſt, and not able 
{ally to-diſpel the Darkneſs of that long Night). turn aſide into By- 
"Paths, be judged to fin out of perverſity of Mind ? Where now is 
--2t Royal Hrgh-way,thorow which the Godly may paſs ſecurely on 
vir an ungrring foot to Salvation ? If it lyes in the Authorary of the 
«ch ſhe hath now for many Ages been beſet with the Snares of 
,£z:ichrif.. We wonder that they are afraid of the ſuſpeed Fair 
of che Geareh, when they do the ſame afrer our example, ang. in a 
great danger io fear cyen all the things that are ſafe, is a point of pru- 
dence, Andweſildare toupbraid them with r $ 1g depars- 
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ing-from: thecomman DoQrineywhen'they ſeem todo it om of ajuſt-: 
and well-graunded. fear: | But *if this- way-conſilteth iy the luthority 
of the Holy Serigturegthey donor ſtray from it, whiPſtthey, together 
with us, honour thoſe Sacred Books with due Reverence. Bat your: 
will ſay, that the right and Orthodox ſenſe of the Holy Scripture is ra— 
ther the only Path, that is able to bring us co the very Citadel of 
Truth. 1confeſsthat this way was. heretofore worn with the pub- 
lick going of Chriftsans ; but now, being firſt hidden with the ſpring; 
ing Briars of An::cbri#, and therefore trodden by very few, and not 
as yer diſcovered by having aththe Brake cut down ; & beſides, called: 
into doubt by ſo many intervening falſe Paths;it bath not as yet reco-- 
vered the. Name & Nature of a, Royal High-way, which it had for a 

time loſt. And'therefore thegreater pardon 1s due unto ſach as 
deviate from the'ſame. For neither do they erre throngh defparate 
Malice of heart, who do not alweys walk therein amid many 
croſs-ways and turnings. Let-any one reckon up' to me a Sefts- 
of Chriitian- Religion, and I will fay he is a brave fellow, if. he 
omit none. In {o great-a conconrſe of Opinions, if: they have not 
choſen the traer, wha will lay, that this is rather done out of Impro» 
hity, than out of Ignorance ? For by what Argument, after ſo many 
Erronrs-have been introduced, onght the Trath to lie open to their 
view? By the unanimous conſent of the Church ? O unanimous con- 

- ſent, amidſt fix hundred different Sects ! You will lay, that in the Do- 
&rine contrary unto them, the greazeF part are agreed. But this is no-- 
thing, ſince they haye alſo agreed invery many Errours. So that we 
muſt again ſeek ont a priviledge for the Doctrine of the Trimey, 
whereby it came to. paſs, that though men erred in other points, yet 
could they not miſtake in_ this. But if we ſuppoſe that they. ought: 
to examine all Opinions by the Rule of the Holy.Scripture, and after- 
wards to chuſethe truer ; they have done both, ſave that in the Jat- 
ter they have notfollowed that which indeed was, but only that which 
they thought to be truer. Which certainly isan Erromr, and po ma- 

life; gor can they be ſaid to fiir Self-condemred in holding Tuch an O+» 

pinion, for which they are ready to loſe their Eife and Fortunes. For 
neither doth he condemn himſelf, at leaſt in his Conſcience, who in 
the midſt of crueF tortures hopeth for Ecernal Life from God, as the 

Reward of defending the Truth. Wherefore fince we are not. cer- 
tain, that they are perverſe and ſelf-condemned, but well aſſized thag 

whey arenot ſich, evenfrom the Death, which they willingly undtr. 

go for their Erraurs; and fince ſuch Ecrours (as kath becn before 
F proved y 
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prov ba n9t. ſubvert Eternal Salvation, it Remeth that they ought 
not.to«.be ſegregated from the Commupion of the Church, if they will 
rellghe their-Love towards the Lord Jeſus, by obeying bis Command- 
m «75 | 


What Yeretichs are to be Excommunitated, what. not ? Anda fuller Apo: 
logy for thoſe who in our Age paſs for Hireticks. Teng 


BY this reckoning will ſome ſay, How few: Herericks muſt be Ex- 
communicated ? Who will not javent plauſible pretences for his 
Praviiy,? There is no DoQrine ſg ab/»rd and pe#ti/ene, which being” 
pallareMSich that Cloak of Erroxr, may not creep into, the Chutch. . 
0 which [ anſwerzthat there, is no caule why we ſhould be ſollicitous 
leſt we ſhould have no occaſion touſe this rigid Law of Excommuni- 
on. Would the Church had even at. this day no voluntary Rebels a- 
gainſt the Divine Majeſty. But neither in the times of the Apoſtles 
were there men. wanting, who ſubverted eicher our Faith inGod, or 
the hope of Immortality, or the Picty and Love that is enjoyned us, 
and ſuch. as did not by DeduCtions and Conſequences, but with open- 
face, as they ſay, vet Blaſphemies and Impieties. Whoſe endea- 
vour.and impiety is not ſo obſcure, but that it is apparent that they 
were conſcious to themſelves of their Pravity and.Frand. Asif any 
one ſhould deny the Reſurrefrion of the Dead, who ſecth-got that ſuch 
a Man, after he hath viewed the clear and certain Sentence of the ho- 
ly Scripture, will be convidtedin himſelf, although he may perhaps 
diſſemble it? There is the ſame reaſon ja..the Patron of ſome appas. 
rant vice. Alt which being manifeſt, { forTo arethe Works of the els ). 
and manifeſt Nan {ſuch a man hathao ſtartipg-hole .in the am- 
biguity or ob! rity of the facred Scripture, unleſs he disbelievgs-the | 
Gme, and | ſo overthrow all Religion. .. Whoſoevexr. therefore 
brings into the Church ſuch Doftrines, as :do in their: own nature: 
ſubvert our Salvation and, Fajtb, they are deſervedly-commanded to; 
deparg. together with the former, not only. leſt they ſhould huss; 
others. "bur alſo, bceauſe, they themſelves, as hath been ſhewns ate: 
of aincorrigible,, Malice and Peryerſity, .and...confequently;} ofelf-; 
condemn - Wy For 2 Chirurgeon doth - not preſegyly * ON ewte off, 
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an infeCted part, becauſe it may with irs contagion, -hurt the reſt of 
the , bur, would firſt hay very part cured of the TnfeFion + 
which if ic doth. not ſucceed, he then-curs it off as incurable. , Bug. 
ge Dottrines that ſtand not within the Boundaries of neceſſity 
to Salvation, are ſuch, that an errour in them, eſpecially in this di- 
ſturbed;{tate of things, cannot be taxed of wilful pravity, 
either, damn its Author, or exclude him from. the Bo the 
Chufch, .. But ſome one will here obj. ct, Shall we_brand"with this 

iritual Cenfure the obſtioate Maintainer of none, even the greateſt 
rroxr, if ſo be it overthrow not our Salvation ?- But there are ma- 
"ny things, which though in their own nature they take not from us 
our Salvation, yet; do they by degrees ſo indermine and weaken the 
ſame, that afcerwards it falleth dawn of its. owa accord. And do 


ou like it thay ſac Diſeaſes ſhould, be cheriſhed in_the Church ? 
T <1 an 


| gan it 


owhi er, that I would have theſe Diltewpers cured with- 
out Wounds and Canteries, eſpecially becanſe the Truth, unleſs ir be 
oppreſſed. by, force, or /corned by men, who are blind with the Love 
of Vices, is never wont. to be Supplanted Þy thoſe pernicious Er- 
rexrs ; yea, this Daughter, and Foſtef-Child of Tie, always growing 
Bronger with, very age, doth with the beams of her light diſſolve 
and melt all the'waxen Arguments of Falſbeod, nnlcfs* one_of thoſe 
rwatn before. mentioned, doth hinder - both which ought to be ba. 
viſhed from, the , true Church of Chriſt. For ſince by force, or 
the allurement of our affeftions, as well. Falſbood as Trath may be 
promoted, (if yet Truth jpay be ſo promoted ). but by.a free . D;- 
{pare 39] mutnal Love, only Truth” ;, and” Falſbood ſometimes put- 
teth. on the ,Vizor of Trath ; it is a ſafer courſe to keep this way 
offly in the Chnrch,, which having ſhut out Errour, lieth open to 
Trith, than whiPſt we endeayour by all means to inſinuate Trath in- 
to-men, to leave and prepare an Efitrance for Falſhood. And there- 
fore to caſhiere the lighter Errors, (for the Objeftion ſpeaketh nor 
of the nghteſt) the Care and Vigilancy of the Paſtors is ſifficien: ; 

- who-will find that the love duce to erring Perſons, will no whit retar 
them in pulling, up Falſe Opinzons according to their ability. How- 
ever, ſhould it never ſo much be granted, that in the Infancy of the 
Church, and in her following grow-h, theſe Errours, which. out- _: 
wardly appear ſomewhat light, but inwardly contaio - very much, 
were not tolerated, yet will it not be eyinced from thence, that they 
ought not at this day to he tolerated in the old Age of the Church. 
For they deccive and are deceived, who model our times'by the 
F 2 pattern 
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pattern of that flouriſhing age. The crazie. health” of the Chyrth 
cannor 'be reſtored with the ſame remedies. Many things Rifle a 
diſcaſe' in the birth, which when it is gzownup do fementit: When 
the Church was ſound and luſty, in the prime owerof her ape, and 
whilſt the Colledpe of the Apoſtles was yet living, even viokent Tetne> 
<Gdies werets be uted towards her, becauſe of her. vigour. Whereas 
now Bain 'fpent with diſeaſes and old age, and become'feeble, ſhe 
doth'In'a manner fink under the weight of her prevailing fckheſ 
ands never in more danger, then when ſhe fallerh' into the hands's 
Cruel Phyſicians, Heretofore her former vigor did admitthe open- 
ing of a veip, and taking away of Blood : burnow after her ſtrength 
hath been exhauſted with ſo many Maladies, if their be any vical Joyce 
remaining, it carinot be let out, but the very life and fpiric will if 
forth rogether.” Believe me, ye that talk of nothing buc Launcers 
2hd Cau:eries, will with, your unſcaſonable Phyſick kb rbe wo ge 
if ye let out that lirtle Blood which is remaining, in this nick 
time which ſhe ſeemeth to-be almoſt a dying. ſoever reme- 
dics have been invented for the health and conſervation of the 
Church, as this is touching the puniſhment of Herericks, ſhould then, 
as priidence teacheth, be omicted, when they bring more hurt ana 
danger, then profit. For why deſire we that the people of God 
ſhould like a lump of mouldring ſtuff be further crumbled into infi- 
nite Pieces? What end of Schiſms will therebe, if a promiſcuons 
diſſent be ſuſficient to make arent? Why take we pleaſure to be- 
hold not the Coar only, -as a Great man wrote, but the very Body of 
Chirſt, whereof he is the Head, to be cut and torn in pieces? But 
let the reſpe@ of profit take place : let us ſee whether jr be lawfpl 
for us at this time to chaſe thoſe erring Perſons from the communion 
of Chriſts.Church. For there is a wide difference between them, 
and choſe Hereticks that were contemporary with the Apoſtles. For 
ſuppoſe them, who .now-a-days err in matters of Faith, to make 
their appearance before the reverend confiſtory of the Apoſtles and 
their Aſſociates ; oppoſe them to be often.convitted and admoniſh- 
ed, and nevertheleſs to perſiſt obſtinate, though in the lealt error, 
who would not deteſt th.ir alice?Certainly avyery flight error would 
now be tranſmitted into the 'nature of a wicked crime. And why 
ſo? Becauſe they durſt reſiſt -rhe holy Spirit ſpeaking by 1he* Apo- 
ſtles: and when they had »o cauſe to queſtion the Doftrine and 
-Faith of chat moſt ſacred Councel, unleſs chey would withal queſtion 
the whole Chriſtian Relioion, ya, did not give credence hereunto; 
| nor 


(9) 

nor obey jc, 'and nevertheleſs would be :geconoted. Chriſtians, 
What madneſs, what , what:perverſnefs way it, when 
by this very incredulity they do ſuffciently-teſtifie that ghey. were 
not Chriſtzans, as whodenyedbelicf tothe Apoſti&and-their Aſſo» 
Ci and yet under a+ pretence of Chriſtiaticy, did -peſter the 
Church with deceit andlyes ?”:; Brſides, the malice of ſych-men was 
in the beginning far more manifeſt, in that a blemiſh\may, ſooner 
be difcovered'in ackean Body, then one that is ſpotted, And there- 
fore it-was an eaſie matter to eſpic and puniſh the wickedneſs of fuck 
men, as did turn aſide out of the comtaon Toad, that never ' bad 
been <alled. in queſtion. Burt now though we have a very ſtrong 
perſwafion concerning the certainty of our Faith, yet who hath 
ein us caution, or ſecurity, that we canzor arr ?; What 
Councel can he at this day imagin ſo-corrupt, as that of -the Apo- 
ſtles, or the Primitive Church? And yer how many Preſcriptions 
may you behold in this age? how many Degrees, whereby men for 
the lighteſt matters exclude one another out of Heaven and the 
Church ? I' ſpeak not theſe things, as if I thought aty queſtion were 
to be made concerning che ſoundne/s of the Orthodox Opinjon : but 
to makeir plain, fiſt, -that we owght more tHmoronſly, then the Apo- 
ſtles hererofore, to'condemn ſuch as are tardy in this behalf; and 
ſecondly," thar'we ſhould nor in light matters be over-confidemt of our 
knowledpe and periwaſion,” and finally , that even 4n weightier 
things, provided they do not Tubverc our Faith in the- Lord Jeſas, 
"and obedience of tris Commandments, we may and are bound 
to tolerate theweaknieſs of fuch as err. For what matters it, for 
me certainly'to kndw that 1 hold the ſaving DoRrine in theſe points, 
if this be nor-manifeſt to all Chriſtians, or if 1 cannot always very 
clearly demonſtratethe ſame ro hitn that erreth? Have not all a far 
Joſter cauſe of queſtioning thetrue Opinion now-a-days, then here- 
rofore inthe time of the Anoſttes? And ſoirably a man-very cafity 
Nip infuch things through T}praderce, which heretofore could nor 
be done without the intervening of 'extream Yapiery. Nor is there 
need of Malice for contitmance in erfor, where prejudicets ſuffici- 
ent, anda Tufpictonef crror firmly imprinted in the mind agaiaſt 
the patrons of the true opinion. Which by way may eaſily ſeiſe 
even on #1 honeſt hearr, eſpecially beczuſe eQ of Chriſtians 


inſtil into'their partiſans ac the firſt'a herred and abhorrency of 
others; nd*from their very cradle fow in their: hearts"cheir own 
Tenets, which having oncetaken root cat hardly be piled thence 

in 
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in their rip2r age.” ).Now whabcroelty is'it,- tocaſtout of the bofom 
and -lap of the Chutchy, 1fqch: Perſons" 2s areſtudiousof 'Alowſfty and 
Truth, ye ſeek an aprecinent-only-for thoſe Errors; which-haye 
been implarived in them without any fault of-theirs,and do not'over- 
throw Salvation-? But they are Herevickss and: to'be ayoided;- as 
ſuch -who'ave condemned of. their own "Conſcience. + Yea, for the 
fore-Aleadged Cauſes they are nor. condemned of Their own Conicis 
ence; and therefore -neirheri:now to: be-avoided, nor. Hereticks. 
Or if we take no compallien'onthem, yot tet us'2tleaſt take-pity on 
the very Truth which we defend,” whoſe' growth we-envy, firſt,” be- 
cauſe we drive othersfrom-aincarer prying into her; | andnevt; he- 
cauſe wetcach by-our own example, that ſhe,if charged with falſe ſu- 
fpicions; of right may, antought to-be excluded by other Chriſtian 
Charchgs.0'7 12 27; 37 192 0h 93 1 3 E>t300 
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* The Poſtſcript to, the Reader.” * | 
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Eft.tbe following Papers, Chriſtian Reager, being left empty, ſhould 
4 beawilerby ſabe, I have thought good +u this place $679 v.20 
thee with a'werd or two: By this tame thou, baſt perceived aur ming and 
drift, which both the awthor of this Diſcourſe .ha# tafore, biz gyes,when 
be wrete iti and 1 alſo whin 1, publiſbed the ſame, far ages þ and be- 
wefite Jf thou haſt bud 4 gram of candor in thy, heart, ang wilt paſs 
ſemtente according to the. poſt ſcript of Truth, \thoye walt. puede; 3. call 
this Writing not Heretical, bur Peaceable-.. | Bys, you myll fey, HW bar 
peace, what agreement either cauor ought a Chriftian mants have with 
Hereticks ? . Gaod Reader, we: undertake: nor. the parronage of Here- 
ticks... But before. you., exclude others, out, of the verge, of. Chriſtian 
charity, and throw the thunder-bott. oft an - Al athem, on them, you 
ld well weigh and conſigery. to-whon, the. crine, 0 Eras erat 
to be twpured. In paſſ"g.s wur.e npoy HHexetichss if was ner [0 tuſicn 
matter to miſtake in that Golden age,” wherein the. Chriſtian Ghnrgh, was 
Founded by the Apoſtles, and, gaverned# Shemnſalnets, in this, Agt-of 
2urs+ For thongh jn thoſe beginnings of Fbe. Chriſtian Church thers ch 


oy 


«buers;Errors, yea; gnd Herepes [pring-up, never; belgs from that con- 
: ſuſwn of, diſſenting Opinions. thers mere not peeuliax C E | 
guijurd by Fevers for 
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ms of Confeſſions and Ceremonies, a: yet-ſtarted up, 
ut there was then one only. Chriſtian, Church, and. ſhe! truly Apoſtolicat 
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and: in all points of \Dothrine," which fhe' refuſes: of a found belitf, 
Cn 2 hid this Cotes and ber dottrine, was Wuly blaſ- 
phemons, . truly Hereticab - and ever; Ficher the” thtm-: 
ſelyes.or alſo. «ther Apoſtolical Doffors of the Primitive Church declared 
Heretichs, they. might alſo deſervedly be actounted ſuch by all Chrift;- 
ans, —_— danger Teva in very aty Fork ms among 
the more 1gnoran ſt;ans, 45 following the judgment of rht'vety Holy 
Spii it, 6” whantbefa:iibows —_ of \ the Churth ways: Dlide, 
as appeared byerft evident Arguments. But at this day, ittaſmith 'as 
there ars, alas iſo many and fo various Churches of Chriſtians, which 
of all will be ſo bold as'to aſcend with like confidence 10 that of the Apo- 
ſtles, to that. ſacred Fribunal,. . from which ſhe may pronounce ſentence 
on rhe reſt , 14s, Hererical ?-: It is 'out' of controverſie, that ſuch an 
autbority © can agree-t6.no more then 'one of chem. For the true Ghiirch 
can be but One: \ and only the true one'is ablc to judge and condemns 
all the reſh as Heretical: Now foraſmuch as amongſt all thoſe 
Churches, which will at this day be called Chriſtian, (I juſtly here except 
the vain arrogancy of the Roman Church) none dares undoubtedly to 
arrooate tot. ſelf. the tufallible certainty of the Apoſtolical Truth in 
all the heads of her Confeſſions is may bence clearly enough appear, that 
the cenſure of Hereticel Pravity doth ſor evidently agree 10 none of them, 
that we deſervedly ought alſo to acquieſce-in ber determination. T am 
not 4gnorant of what the greateſt part of our Divines are here wort to 
reply. That the Primitive Apoſtolical Church, ſaythey, is ceaſed, we 
ao notdeny c1.yet inaſmuch as we have rhe deitrine of that Church con- 
ſigned in the monuments of the Evangeliſts and the Apoſtles, we cannor 
chuſe but pronounce there Heretichs, who: contradilt the Doflyine" there 
expreſſed. | alſo, dear Friends, eaſily permit, that 'in'this diſphee of 

ſtand'in this fltad, {bb 


eurs, the Divine Writings of the "Apoſtles ar 
he which conwaditteth them, be no leſs eficemed an Heretsoh), then he 
that heretofore. cont umaciouſly: ea the aching "by word: 
of bat Buteuen thus only -oppeſe chaltenge thas Lure cos . 
Hexetichs ,i For they, « whom ye place in the rank of Heretirky, ave ſe 
far from contraditt ing the Holy Scripture, rhat--they "wage op. the rv; 
you.out.of the: fame, and appeal tothe judoment thereof, nov without a 
rergain beptof. vittory, in the exanination af -their-cguſe, inaſmuch as 
they embrace the Scripture in.alktbinas, yogi” har pes ye of 
mind as you do : nor amongſt all the Chriſtian Churches, which are ar 
this day extant, ſhall ye ſhew anyj ane." (this I know of ) which doth not 
religiouſly, and from the Heart - yield an undouberd afſint to all thoſe 
things, that are propoſed and taught in the Holy Scripture. ]Wherefore 


there 
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tay. 


there js wo cauſe why ye-ſliau{d condemn: eny ane: of thenefor. bereſis, Janes 


they. agree-with you; 19 giving due. credente) rethe. Sacred. Wrir.. And 
therefore what ſorver: pretence ye ſocks for your” carnal 2tal againſt ſuch 
FR apeer then Hhve defone from: Imtrgerae of he H 
eredf-appear, then their t: from your. 4120 | 
SS tothe conerevertag: Deen But 1 will-here-bountifully 
grant you, that ye have inalbthings: bit the true ſenſe of the Seriprure, 
and defendit. Nevertheleſs it is further: requiſite, that''ye make this- 
plain to-them, whom ye brand with the: crime of Hereſie: - But what 
here is the. ſtreſs of yaur Arguments? Te appeal again to the Hol 
Scripture, and from thence condemn Heretichs, But they have: alre 
ftricken this weapon out of your hands, ſhewing that. the Holy: Soripture 
makgth for you, only in your own ſenſe and. interpreration, and they that 
are. 4ccordingly condemned -by you.” nor: from the: ſacred Scripture, bur 
from your meer pretation of Pp 1 Scripture, ' And this « rhe Circle 
of your arguing, which they deſervedly. rejelkG. Draw out" therefore 
againſt. Hereticks thoſe truly. Apoſtolical weapons, not the Thraſonical 
prating of the.Chair in the Univerſity, bus the power of the- holy: Spirit, 
wherewsth the Apoſtles being endued, conld delrver Blyſpbemers to S a- 
tan, 1 Tim. 1,20. and: flay Hypecrites with. the ſprakeng of 4 word, 
Act's. If ye mans. the power fubeſficacy of the Spirit, achmwleage your 
raſhneſs and iniquity tn condemmug them, to whom ye are not able with 
evident and ſufficient arguments to demonſtrate. your interpretation of 
the boly Scriptures and wha by the ſame right, and from: the. ſame. fow- 
dation.objelt to:you nof only Errors, but alſo Hereſies.. Ta knew that of 
Chri#t-++-Condemn not, and ye ſhall not be condemned What. ac- 
count williye.grive to this juſt-Fudge, for ſo often violating thi precept ? 
Torr 24a) of. the Divine Glory will not then excuſe your for though it 
palate it ſelf under this reverend Name, yet it is wholly of rhe fleſh,and 
odious tg God. But if ye affirm that 4t proceedeth from the Holy Spirit, 
froduxe,47 guments worthy. of: ſo grext an Author-. For neither is this 
en 4 eaks Sut-that be can: flew. forth tokens of his Div5ne autho- 
W004 rionshs hid aMdinifters; and by them ho. 13 bis. Enemies. 
But whither am T:carried away? 1 beſeech thee, good Reader, to pardon 
this: digreſſion of mine ; and having liked the prons counſel of '0kr Au- 


thor., tutreat God, that he wonld inſtil into other Readers alſo a Mind 


ftudious of Peace and Concord. Farewcl. 
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age 2+ line 20. dele Ceremonies, p. 3. 1.12. read propoſe. p. 4. 1 15+ 
r. in vain, Þ. 5. |. 7. I--4 wrong. 1. 24. I. to be the. d.to. p. 104.35. 


r; Majeſty. p. 11. 1. 15.7. impulſon. p. 12. 1.3. r. the traer Opinion. L. 21.- 

' I. all meatr, ow L'25.T. {gnorant.” Ps 31-1. 18. I. fed. p. 38. L 17-1. 

when. Þ. 39. I 14-I. nncorrupts |, 31+ TeMay very. Pp. 40. L 3-7, ft 1. 22+ Ie 
P+» 42. b 13, I, thes shey, 1, 294 I, pelliate, p. 29. b 18. aol hl 


